
RESOLUTION NO. 03-231 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES, 
CERTIFYING THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

FOR THE 2003 GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 
  
 
WHEREAS, the City of El Paso de Robles has prepared a comprehensive update to the General Plan, in 
accordance with Article 5 (Authority for and Scope of General Plans) and Article 6 (Preparation, Adoption, and 
Amendment of the General Plan) of the Planning and Zoning Law of the California Government Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, this comprehensive update to the General Plan will hereafter be referred to as the “2003 General Plan 
Update”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2003 General Plan Update includes the Land Use, Circulation, Housing, Open Space, 
Conservation, Parks and Recreation, Safety and Noise Elements; and 
 
WHEREAS, the adoption of the 2003 General Plan Update constitutes a “project” as defined by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Statutes and Guidelines; and 
 
WHEREAS, in its capacity as lead agency, the City has prepared and processed an Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) reviewing and evaluating the probable environmental effects associated with adoption and implementation of 
the 2003 General Plan Update, including four (4) different alternative land use plans (maximum, moderate, 
minimum, and no additional development beyond that anticipated in the existing General Plan); and 

 
WHEREAS, these alternative land use plans anticipate that the City could grow from the current General Plan 
projection (residential build-out) of 35,300 residents to a maximum residential build-out potential of 45,500 
residents by the year 2025, and a proportionate increase in commercial and industrial development; and 

 
WHEREAS, the “proposed project” in the context of the EIR is the alternative with the maximum potential impacts 
(the largest geographic area and population scenario), which was selected as the alternative for study purposes only; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, this maximum growth alternative covers a geographic area of approximately 12,509 acres and provides for 
a total build-out of up to 16,843 residential dwelling units, 7,027,000 square feet of commercial development, and 
3,636,000 square feet of industrial development; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has consulted with responsible and trustee agencies and other concerned organizations and 
individuals before issuance of the Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report and prior to 
publication of the Draft and Final EIR, including but not limited to: a Planning Festival, a Community Survey, 
Study Sessions, and Workshops on the General Plan Update; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Draft EIR on the 2003 General Plan Update was circulated on August 7, 2003, for a period of forty-
five (45) days concluding September 22, 2003, to all responsible and trustee agencies and other interested agencies, 
organizations, and individuals; and  
 
WHEREAS, copies of the Draft EIR on the 2003 General Plan Update were also available throughout the forty-
five day (45) review/comment period referenced above for public inspection and review at City Hall, at the public 
library, and on the City’s website; and  
 
WHEREAS, a total of 19 letters were received during the 45-day review/comment period, providing comments on 
the content of the Draft EIR; and 
 
WHEREAS, at its August 26, 2003 meeting, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public workshop 
on the Draft EIR and took testimony from six (6) persons on the 2003 General Plan Update and accompanying 
EIR; and 



WHEREAS, at its September 18, 2003 meeting, the Planning Commission and City Council conducted a duly 
noticed joint public workshop and took testimony from eight (8) persons on the 2003 General Plan Update and 
accompanying EIR; and 
 
WHEREAS, throughout the General Plan Update process, the City held over 12 public workshops on the Update 
and its environmental review; and  
 
WHEREAS, in response to the written and oral comments received, a Final EIR was prepared and released for 
public review/comment on November 12, 2003; and 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of input from the public and the General Plan Ad Hoc Committee, the Final EIR  included 
comments, responses, clarifications and modifications/errata to the Draft EIR and the proposed 2003 General Plan 
Update; and 

 
WHEREAS, the August 2003 Draft EIR and its Appendices together with the Comments, Responses and Revisions 
Report and all documents referenced therein, collectively comprise the Final EIR for the 2003 General Plan Update; and 

 
WHEREAS, any changes made to the text of the Draft EIR correcting information, data or intent, other than minor 
typographical corrections or minor working changes, are noted in the Final EIR as changes to the Draft EIR; and 

 
WHEREAS, none of the above-referenced changes to the Draft EIR were substantive in nature or involved significant 
new information; rather, they merely clarified, amplified, or insignificantly modified the EIR; and 

 
WHEREAS, based on the November 25, 2003 public hearing, testimony received, the information and analysis 
presented in the Final EIR, and the proposed 2003 General Plan Update (Public Hearing Draft) presented and 
discussed at said public hearing, the Planning Commission: 

 
A. Determined that no new information was provided, nor were any new questions raised that would 

significantly change the basis for the City Council’s review/consideration of taking final action on both the 
Final EIR and the proposed 2003 General Plan Update at its duly noticed public hearing on December 16, 
2003; and 

 
B. Recommended to the City Council on a 4-0-0-3 vote that the Council certify the August 2003 Draft EIR 

and its Appendices together with the Comments, Responses and Revisions Report and all documents 
referenced therein, for the 2003 General Plan Update as being adequate, objective, and in full compliance 
with CEQA. 

 
WHEREAS, on a 3-1-0-3 vote, the Planning Commission recommended to the Council that the 2003 General Plan 
Update be approved with a population of approximately 38,000 residents and no residential annexation or 
expansion; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed special meeting on December 16, 2003, providing an 
opportunity for the Commission to obtain four (4) affirmative votes to forward a recommendation that represents a 
quorum of the seven-member Commission to the Council and accepting further public comment; and 
 
WHEREAS, on a 4-1-0-2 vote taken at its December 16, 2003 meeting, the Planning Commission recommended to 
the Council that the 2003 General Plan Update be approved with a population of approximately 38,000 residents 
and no residential annexation or expansion; and 
 
WHEREAS, at its public hearing on December 16, 2003, the City Council reviewed, considered, and discussed the 
information and analysis contained in the August 2003 Draft EIR and its Appendices together with the Comments, 
Response and Revisions Report and all documents referenced therein (hereinafter “Final EIR”), the oral and written 
public testimony received on the Final EIR (including the two [2] comment letters received on December 16, 2003; 
one from Caltrans and the other from Environment in the Public Interest), the minutes of the Planning 
Commission’s November 25, 2003 public hearing on the Final EIR and DRAFT 2003 General Plan update; and the 
oral report of the Planning Commission’s December 16, 2003 recommendation on DRAFT 2003 General Plan 
update; and  



WHEREAS, upon completion of its review and consideration of the information and analysis presented, as well as 
the further oral and written public testimony provided together with the two (2) comment letters received on 
December 16, 2003 after closure of the comment period and the responses thereto provided by the City’s 
consultants (which are attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A”), the City Council found and 
determined that the testimony received during the public hearings did not raise any new environmental issues or 
environmental concerns not previously addressed in the EIR or not adequately responded to by the City’s 
consultant, staff or legal counsel in the Final EIR and/or during the public hearings; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council is required to adopt certain findings and determinations for the potential 
environmental consequences of the 2003 General Plan Update before taking any final action to approve the Update; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the first of the findings to be made by the City Council involves certification of the Final EIR; which 
findings are the focus of this Resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS, the other findings and determinations to be made by the City Council before taking final action in 
deciding whether or how to carry out the 2003 General Plan Update are the focus of a separate Resolution 
concerning the Update (which is to include, but not be limited to, any necessary statements of overriding 
considerations for any remaining significant environmental effects that are deemed to be “unavoidable”). 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FOUND, DETERMINED AND RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
El Paso de Robles that the Council does hereby certify as follows: 
 
1. That the Final EIR for the 2003 General Plan Update has been prepared, processed, and completed in compliance 

with CEQA, the State CEQA Guidelines, and the City's Rules and Procedures for the Implementation of CEQA. 
 

2. That the Final EIR was presented to the City Council and that the Council reviewed, considered, and discussed 
the information, analysis, and findings contained in the Final EIR, the public testimony received, and the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation as to certification of the Final EIR prior to approving the Project. 

 
3. That the Final EIR reflects the City Council’s independent judgment and analysis. 

 
4. That the Final EIR for the General Plan Update, a copy of which is on the file with the City Clerk of the City of 

Paso Robles and dated November 2003, shall hereby be regarded as certified as to its conformance to, and 
compliance with CEQA, the State CEQA Guidelines, and the City’s Rules and Procedures for the 
Implementation of CEQA. 

 
5. That the City Clerk shall be directed to file a Notice of Determination with the County Clerk for the County of 

San Luis Obispo and the State Office of Planning and Research. 
  

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 16th day of December 2003 by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES: Finigan, Heggarty, Nemeth, Picanco and Mecham 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 
 
 ____________________________________  
 Frank R. Mecham, Mayor    
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk 




















